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mo 


The  Public  Access  }3oa,rd  vas  created  "by  State  law  as  a  divi- 
sion of  the  Department  of  IfeturaD.  Resources  .to  develop  public  access 
points  to  waten-ays  throughout  the  Cornraonvrcalthc      The  Board's  financial 
resources  corae  frdjn  the  gasoline  ta.x  on  boating. 

They  have  req^iiested  that  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Auth.ority 
■  reconiTiiend  specific  projects;,  irmnediate  and  long-range^  vrhich.  they  couid 
undertslce  with  funds  curreirl:ly  available  to  them. 

The  attached  report  suggests  six  possible  sites  for  devel- 
opment.    Four  sites  are  recoiraaended  as  projects  vrhich  couJ..d  be  imple- 
mented within  a  short  period  of  time;      Little  Mystic  Chaimel  -  Charles - 
toirn^   East  Boston  Vlaterfront^   North  End  Park  off  Coairiiercial  vStreet^   and 
Doimtovrn  Boston  Waterfront.     Tbe  remaining  two  sites  <8.re  recowiiended 
for  consideration  in  :E\iture  prograin.s  developed  by  the  Public  Access 
Board:     Charles  River  (east  of  Charles  River  Dam)^   ejiid  Long  Island, 

It  is  requested  that  t'.he  Bostozi  Redeve].o;piiien"t  Auth^ority 
authorize  the  Developmen't  Adinini strator  to  transiait  the  at'tached.  pro-    ■■ 
posal  to  Mayor  Collins  for  his  consideration  for  submission  to  the 
Public  Access  iBoardc 
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The  Development  .Administrator  is  hereoy  authorized  to 
transmit  to  Mayor  Collins  for  hifj  consideration  a  pro- 
posal suggesting  six  possible  sites  to  be  developed  as 
public  access  points  to  vaterv/ays  by  the  Public  Access 
Board  of  the  Depa.rtinent  of  Natural  Resou:rces. 


PROPOSALS  FOR  liATER  ACCESS  lAGIiJTIES 

FOR  KIE 

PUBLIC  ACCESS  ZOARD   -  DEPASTi-SI^T  OF  IJATURAL  RESOURCES 


Boston  Redeveloxxaent  Authority 
Juae  9;    1967 


PROrOSALS  FOR  VJ/\TER  ACCESS  FACIMTIES 
FOR  TUB 
PUBLIC  ACCESS  BOARD  -  DEPjIETi'Ii^IT  OF  MTUR^iL  PESOIIRCIIIS 


The  purpose  Ox  this  report  ±c  to  outline  a  series  of  pro- 
posals for  ■trater  access  facilities  for  consideration  oy  the  P-ablic 
Access  Board  of  the  r>er):'.rt;iieiit  of  Natural  Resources,      This  report  has 
been  prexjared  in  response  to  a  rec^uest  raade  "by  the  Puhlic  Access  Board 
to  the  Boston  Rsdevelox-jMent  Authority. 

The  recoisnendations  contained  in  tb.is  report  have  been 
selected  because  of  their  relatJ.on  to  the  tj'pes  of  facilities  vhich  csn 
be  and  h.ave  been  undertaken  by  the  Pab.lie  Access  Board.      Tlie  Board's 
principal  function  is  to  consider  and  then  desi£,nate  points  of  access 
for  construction  pirrposes  to  the  vaters  of  the  Corr;:r;onv,"ealth ,      Once 
these  points  haA^e  been  desi£j^risted^   the  Department  of  Riblic  V'orks   then 
becomes  the  coiitractin^  agent  of  the  Board  for  construction  of  the 
access  points  and  their  related  facilities. 

The  specific  law  providing  for  the  establishment,  of  the 
PubD.ic  Access  Board  also  provides  for  the  establishment  of  a  Public 
Access  FuAid,      This  fujid  receives  a  portion  of  the  fuel  excise  attribu- 
table to  the  operation  of  v/atercraft.      These  'funds  can  orily  be  expen_ded 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  "public  access  and  related  facilities. 

Six  sites  are  proiJosed  in  this  report  for  consideration: 

1)  Littii.e  fv'stic  Chennel  in  Ciiarlestovrn; 

2)  Easb  Boston  Vfe.t  erf  rent; 

3)  Korth  End  Park  Area  on  Co:n\icrcial 
Street; 


^1-)     D3\?iito\/a  Boston  Watcrr:cait  on 
At lout Ic  Avenue; 

5)     Charles  Eiver  east  ox  the  Chccrles 
River  T>svd,   and 

6)..    Long  Inland. 

Tac  first  fonr  sites   (Charlesto-wn;   Fast  I'ostonj   Kor'Lli  End^ 
o.nd  Do'-ntiron  WateriCront)  are  rccorrivaended  for  considera.tlon  as  projects 
vhich  could,  be  iMipleTiiented  \rithin  a  relatively  short  period  of  tirae. 
In  addj.tion  to  'being  ideal  locations  for  the  proposed  facilities^   these 
sites  should  receive  first  priority  consideration  because  the  land 
areas  aj:e  readily  availal;].e  and  either  are^   or  ^rill  be^   under  the  oviner- 
ship  of  public  bodies.      The  revaining  tvro  projects  are  recorariiended  for 
consideration  in  the  longer-range  programs  being  developed  by  the 
Riblic  Access  Board. 

The  fol3.o'.d.ng  pages  of  this  report  describe  briefly  each  of 
the  vatei'  access  inrovjo sals.     The  plan  diagrams  designate  the  appro:-;! -■ 
Elate  arcea  of  the  suggested  facility.      The  accccipanying  sJcetches  illus- 
trate the  type  of  facility  vhich  could  be  develo]3ed  for  each  site. 


CHARLES      RIVER      ESTUARY 
LITTLE     MYSTIC     CHANNEL 
NORTH     END     PARK 

EAST    BOSTON    WATERFRONT 
LONG  ISLAND 
DOWNTOWN    BOSTON 
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LCTTLE  I-gSTIC  CIL^MfEL  ' 

Site  IjQcation 

The  vrater  access  focility  suggested  for  the  Little  ^^'"gtic 
Channel  is  situateci  in  the  Little  Mystic  Conuiiunity  Center-Recreation 
Area  as  proposed  in  the  Charlestoi.'n  Urbaji  Eenevral  Plan.   The  Urbsm 
Kenev^al  disposition  parcels  involved  for  the  recreational  areas  pro- 
posed in  the  Plan  are  P3,  P8j  and  1*9.  The   vrater  access  facilities  would 
use  part  of  the  north  bank  of  the  Channel  (part  of  Parcel  P8).  VJhile  no 
iraprovenent s  have  "been  scheduled  for  boating  facilitj.es  as  part  of  the 
implementation  of  the  Charlestown  Plan  to  date^  portj.ons  of  the  western 
edge  of  the  Chajinel  will  be  lend-filled  in  order  to  create  an  embankinent 
as  veil  as  to  create  land  for  some  of  the  recreation  facilities  to  be 
provided  in  the  area. 

Sit_e__De_scrrj:)tiqn 

As  indicated  on  the  following  sketch;  it  is  suggested  that 
the  site  be  developed  to  include  facilities  for  automobile  and  trailer 
parking,  a  walkvray  along  the  edge  of  the  Channel;  public  docking  spaces 
for  small  boats  visiting  the  recreation  ar'ea;  and  facilities  for  lovrer- 
ing  small  craft  into  the  Channel.   This  proposal  would  be  an  ideal  use 
for  this  section  of  the  Channel  and  vrould  compleinent  other  aiuciliary 
recreation  uses  currently  programiiied  in  the  Charlestovm  Urban  Eene-i/al 
Pro j  ect . 

Acreage 

As  illustrated  on  the  following  sketch;  the  facility  which  is 
reco:!:nendcd  to  the  }.\iblic  Access  Eoard  for  the  construction  of  an  access 
facility  vrould  be  located  on  a  portion  of  the  13-acre  Parcel  P3. 


OHnorshrlp 

Accordins  to  a  "Letter  of  Understanding"  between  tlie  Boston 
RedGvelopvAeut  Auth.oi'ity  and  the.  present  ov.'ner  (Eastern  Selt),  the  Boston 
Redeve].oijr;ient  Authority  vill  ccouire  the  Ic'.nd  by  DecorAcr  1,   IS'o?  and 
Eastern  SaD.t  \)ill  vacate  by  April  1,  19o8. 

V.'al-.er  Frontage  ■  . 

The  total  vater  frontaf:;e  of  the  rorthern  baiilc  of  the  Little  l-iystic 
Channel  is  e,pproxlraatcly  1,90^  feet.      Onlj^  a  portion  of  thiis   frontage 
situated  on  the  north\:eSbern  edge  of  the  Channel  v.'ould  be  necessary  for  the 
proposed  v;ater  access  i!"acility. 

Accessibility 

The   site   is  accessible  from  Ter/ninal  Street,   and  frcui  the  expressv.'ay 
system  at  City  Square  via  Chelsea  and  Medford  Street. 

Existing  Structures 

As  part  of  the  Charlestov.'n  Urban  Renev.'al  Project,   all  existing 
structures  \;ill  be  reraoved  by  the  }3ostoj)  Rcdevelopineirc  Authority.     V'oodon 
piers  and  piles  v.'ill  be  rerjovcd  and  the   existing  granite  seavall  vrill  be 
iinproved. 


This  site  is  located  en  the  vateriront  of  East  Boston  adjacent 
to  SiKraer  Street,  ''.The  recoTi"j":iciid.atiou  for  the  v/otej;  access  fo.cility 
proposes  to  use  three  parcels  of  solid  land  aiid  piers  V'hich  are  presently 
vacant . 

The  follovriiig  sketch  illustrates  the  type  of  v.'oter  access 
facility  vhich  is  'suggested  for  this  site,   The  location  has  outstanding 
views  of  DD-,;ntown  Boston's  vraterfront  and  sliyline  and  of  the  CharD.estovrn 
Kavy  Yax'd,   Facilities  for  autoiji-o'bile  and  trailer  parking,  toat  access 
to  the  IlarlDorj  and  public  docking  spaces  for  small  craft  are  recoiTimended. 
Due  to  the  proximity  of  East  Boston  residential  areaS;  the  existing  piers 
vould  provide  p].easant  valkvvrays  to  the  Hartor  edge  as  v^ell  as  provide 
areas  for  pub].ic  enjoyjiient  of  the  activities  of  the  Harbor, 

Acreage  '   '■ 

Tne  three  parce].s  recoriuriended  for  consideration  consist  of 
approximately  5  acres,    including  solid  land,   piers,   and  vater  vrithin  the 
bulkhead  line, 

Ownerjihip 

One  parcel  sii-.uated  at  the  end  of  Border  Street  is  presently 
ovrned  by  the  City  of  Boston,      Toe  re:,iainins  t^?o  parcels   (-^'97  Border 
Street  and  {'S^  Su:uner  Street)  are  ovmed  by  the  irassachusetts  Turnpike 
Authority, 


The  total  vrater  IroirLuge  at  the  jjierhead  li.ne  is  H30  feet. 
Corioidertibly  ruore  -sra-ter  fj.'ontage  ifj  provided  by  the  existing  ipicrs  at 
the  site. 

Ac_c_e  3  SJ-M 1 1 1  y_ 

The  site  is  eaoily  sccessible  froM  Sujr!i~iej,'  Sti'cet,   and  is 
approxii;;ately  one-haif  rriile  fro-ri  the  Siunne:c'--Cal"!.;?d;ari  to],l  pl?.:/a. 


All  buildinjjis  on  the   Kite  have  been  ronoved  and   the  thrcee 
parcels  arc  presently  vacant  emd  urjused. ,      The  existing  piers  apjjear  to 
be  in  souiKl  cor.ditionc 


(llflJUiMJU^    ('V'j^- 


Srte^LpcatiojA 

The  site  is  located  at  the  Tlorth  J'kiA   Jjcach  and  P3.fAycround  at 
HTI  Coiirnercial  Street  in  the  North  End  of  Boston. 

Site  Desc:oiT/bion 

Tiie  major  facility  proposed  for  this  site  consists  of  a  puhlic 
"boat  lending  situvited.  beti'oen  the  existing  park  and,  the  Harbor  line. 
This  landin£5,  siinilor  to  the  "GL-ibarcadero "  ^rhich  e;:isted  at  one  time  at 
this  location^  vrould  jirovide  an  e:-:ee].lent  facjd.ity  for  puljlic  access  to 
the  irater  in  a  heavily  conrjeGted  portion  of  the  City,  Aside  from  the 
public  docking  of  saall  craft,  the  facility  v/ouJ.d  provide  a  pleasant 
v.'alkvay,  areas  for  pier  fishing;  and  areas  for  sittii-ig  at  the  Harbor 'e 
edge. 

^/hile  this  reco:'(;T.endation  contains  no  provision  for  the  liinnch" 
ing  of  small  craft  because  of  the  lack  of  sufficient  land  at  the  site, 
it  is  possible  that  such  fsoilities  rriight  be  considered  at  a  later  date 
for  other  areas  in  the  North  Etid  near  this  site.  As  indicated  on  the 
follow-lng  sketch,  this  proposal  illustrates  the  potential  for  providing 
facilities  for  increased  public  cnjoj'Ti^ent  and  access  to  the  Harbor. 

Acreajf^ 

Of  the  total  6,7  acres  co:nprising  North  End  Beach  and  Play- 
ground, apjjrojrii^iately  ':-,3  acres  are  used  at  the  present  for  recreational 
purposes.   The  retraining  2.k   acres  situated  betv-een  the  park  and  the 
Harbor  lirie  are  rcco:.i.r.endLed  to  be  develo'oed  for  the  \,'atei'  access  facility 


0wr).ergl)i2_  . 

The  site  is  preseiitly  o'-med  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  proposed  public  landini;:^  V-'^-'-'-^}   £'"-^-  e:::istinc  seavrall  vould 
provide  appro:;:ihntely  735  ieet  of  vi^ter  frontage, 

Ac  CO  s  sib  ijU.  ty 

Pedesti'iau  access  to  the  proposed  site  vrould  be  froiii  Coii^jiiercial 
Street  and  thro\">2h  the  esristing  pari-;  area.      The  site  is  conveniejitly 
accessible  for  the  residents  of  the  Ibrth  End, 


Ii^rlj3ti_nj';  Structures 

There  are  no  existing  stractur'es  on  the  site.      Structures  ad- 
jacent to  the  site  consist  of  a  bath  house  for  the   Svrirnining  pools  at 
North  End  Park. 


I  V   vV 


S-b?  ^ 


-    -'.V\         M    ■;  ^"  "        '^  '""  """"""'^   ^■(^7^■---'t^'iV: 
■    ■    '         .-  0     u i\T  \ 
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The  vatcr  access  facility  suggcGted  for  the  Boston  Ifo.terfront 
Area  is   situated  ia  the  vicinity  of   'U'"  l-iharf  in  tlie  Vfe.terfront  Urban 
Benevral  Frojcct  Area.      Extensive  iiivorovcraent  of  the  1Jatt;rfront  for  pvG^lic 
and  private  use  is  proposed  for  this  area  by  the  Urlien  Renevab  Plan, 

SitE2_Desc_riHi--.u9}r.  ■ 

As  indicated  on  the  follo'.ring  sketch,  it  is  suggested  that  the 

site  be  developed  to  inclu.de  facilit".ies  for  a  public  landing  and  docI:ing 

facilities  for  small  craft.   The  facility  would  also  XJ-'-'ovide  accf.ss  for 

public  cnjoyi.ient  of  the  activities  of  the  Uateifront  and  the  }iarbor. 

■  Acrea  g  e_ 

Appror/zirnately  one  acre  of  land  vould- be  for  the  public  access 
facility, 

OwnersMTD^  ■ 

The  site  is  p:i.'esent}.y  ov/ned  by  the  Boston  Redevelop.nent  Authority. 

Access  sibid.tty 

The  site  is  accessible  frcra  State  Street  and  Atlantic  Avenue 
as  veil  as  fro;r,  the  Central  Artery. 

gdjting^  Struct  V^l^ 

All  structures  ^^n  the  site  are  to  be  rcvuoved  by  the  Boston 
Redevelop. ;ven.t  Authority  as  part  of  the  ^/Jater front  Kcneval  Project., 


mi'^ 


ao. 


&j\  t  ej£)C  at  L  on 

The  area  of  tii':^  Char].en  River  srLuo.tecl  bet-i-reen  tho  existing 
Charles  River  I>ai.i  and  the  Ilarljor  contErins  nui.iarous   Bites;  whicli  have 
potential  for  \ra'cer  access  facilities  eis  irell  as  other  vater-orientcd 
recreational,  activities ,     This  report  recoirinendn  tliat  th.is  area  "be  con- 
sidered in  tervo-.o  of  longer-range  projects  \;hicii  are  prograirtned  "by  the 
Pul^lic  Access  Eoard. 

Site  pescriTyliicn 

This  portion  of  the  Cbr;rles  Pd.ver  is  of  prime  ip.'portance  for 
additional  boat  mooring  and  D.ax'nching  facilities  hecan.se  of  the  boating 
traffic  prcsfjures  on  facilities  in  the  Charles  Rivei''  Basin.      Px-ojects 
vrhich  are  sugges'ted  for  consideration  by  the  Public  Access  Board  for 
this  area  vould  j.nclu.de  lairaching  and  raooring  facil.ities,   parking  for 
automobiles  and  trailer^;   as  veil  as  general  ii:\prover,!en''L.  of  the  banks 
of  the  river  JTor  public  en.jo^T.ien.t. 

Acreage^S;  O.rnership 

S'absta.ntial  a?nou:ats  of  vacant  land  exist  along  this  portion 
of  the  Charles.     Most  of  the  ].and  areas  are  presently  in  private  oKaer- 
ship  and  vould  have  to  be  acQ.uired  for  purposes  of  constructj.ng  a  uater 
access  facility. 

Ac.cef'.sibi.lity 

Existing  acccrc  to  the  ar'.ca.  is  provided  I'y   reverlj-  St.rcet  on. 
the  south  side  cf  the  Charles  Eiv"or. 


31, 

LONG  I&IAIIP- 

Sib  o_  loc  cT  Li  qn_ 

Long  Islancl;  together  v?ith  Daer  Island^  Oivides  the  inner  end 
outer  \>?.'cey:z  o'£   Boston  Harbor. 

'-^i^-S  l^g'JC-^iption 

Many  portions  of  Long  Isl?nd  o/ra  exceptional.  "becauL^s  o?  their 
potential  for  public  recreation?!  v.sj,     Vievrs  of  Boston's  s'-ryline  and 
Iferbor  Isl.ands  jnake  the  shores  of  the  IsJ.and  highly  attractive  for  futu:c'e 
recreationc'l  and' boating  use.   Because  of  the  luunerou.s  pof^siblities  thiat 
exist  a].ong  the  .shores  of  the  Island;  this  report  does  not  su^gesb  a 
specific  site  on  the  Island.  However ,  the  following  sketch  illustrates 
an  e:r.smple  of  the  tyipe  of  vater  access  facility  which  could  be  located, 
on  Long  Island. 

Acreage 

\rnilc  portions  of  Long  IsiLand  are  used  for  hospital  structiLreS; 
extenf,;ive  areas  of  the  Island  are  vacant  and  can  be  approijr lately  deve]-oped 
foi"  vater  access  facilities. 

Ownership 

Long  Island  is  ovrned  by  the  Cii".y  of  Boston. 


Water  Fronta g e_ 

The  Island  has  n^riny  areas  of  unused  water  frontage  areas  suit- 
able for  recreational  purposes. 


3-2 , 

Ac  ce  s  sijxi.  li  ty 

Long  IsJ.anci  it;  cccc&sxbla  fro:Ti  Mox-j/ijiKey  Eoulevard  via  Scjuojrturti, 
Moon  Isj.and,   and  the  "bvidge  and  causeway  connecting  the  tiro  islands  to 
the  shore, 

IJbri Kbinf;^  Structiirerj 

Portions  of  long  Is'icaC:   are  civcrently  used  for  hospita].  pur- 
poses;   ho'ireve.rj  'rnuch  of  the  Island  rcKains  vacant  and  unuced^ 


^ecopiiBSs' 


CLOTH  BOVhlD  BINDER 


HRA.     Boston  T?edevelot)ment  Auth^ 


Proposals  t6  Public  Access  Board 
_foiiJDevelQpflent_ofJfeien^Access^ 

Facilities.     BRA  J\ine  9,  1967. 
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